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AAA  ASSIST5  FARMERS  GET  SURPLUS  TRUCKS 

Farmers  and  ranchers  in  19  northern  New  Mexico  counties  will  get  a  break 
they've  been  waiting  for  when  118  used  government  trucks  are  sold  in  Denver 
August  24..    The  surplus  trucks,  which  are  now  available  for  inspection  at  Camp 
Carson  near  Colorado  Springs,  will  be  sold  to  dealers  who  agree  to  sell  them  to 
farmers  and  ranchers  in  the  designated  counties. 

The  list  of  counties  includes  Bernalillo,  Colfax,  Curry,  De  Baca,  Guadalupe, 
Harding,  McKinley,  Mora,  Quay,  Rio  Arriba,  Roosevelt,  Sandoval,  San  Juan,  San 
>       Miguel,  Santa  Fe,  Taos,  Torrance,  Union,  and  Valencia. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  declared  the  trucks  surplus  on  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  the  State  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency. 

After  inspecting  the  trucks,  John  T.  E.  Dinwoodie,  regional  representative 
of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency,  wrote  AAA  Chairman  C,  V.  Hemphill  that 
the  trucks  are  in  good  condition.    "Your  entire  offering  is  a  mighty  good  group 
of  second-hand  trucks,"  he  said.    "The  tires  are  good,  and  the  heavier  trucks 
show  little  wear, 

"As  you  know,  they  are  four-wheel  drive;  that  is,  the  front  wheels  can  be 
>         engaged  or  disengaged  at  will.    They're  just  the  thing  for  carrying  posts  and 
wire  for  mending  fences  or  for  hauling  salt  or  protein  supplement.  Those  sup- 
plied  with  a  winch  fill  a  real  need  for  a  wire  stretcher  or  post  puller." 

The  sales  list  will  include  the  following  trucks;    69  half  ton  weapon  car- 
riers, 27  half  ton  command  cars,  13  ton  and  a  half  cargo  trucks,  and  9  ton  and 

> 

a  half  flump  trucks. 

(OVER) 


-  2  - 

1945  LAMB  CROP  DROPS 

The  194-5  larab  crop  is  the  smallest  since  1935,  according  to  USDA  estimates, 
which  place  the  crop  at  25,250,000  —  about  a  million  head  below  last  year, 

A  higher  percentage  of  ewes  lambed  this  year,  however.  The  percentage 
this  year  was  86.7  —  compared  with  84.3  in  1944  and  the  1934-43  average  of 
84.8. 

TIMBAHi 

Receipts  from  New  Mexico's  seven  national  forests  totaled  $309,821  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  the  forest  receipts  will  be  apportioned  to  the 
counties  from  which  the  revenues  were  derived,  on  the  basis  of  the  national 
forest  areas  they  contain.    The  money  will  go  into  road  and  school  funds.  An 
additional  ten  percent  will  be  returned  to  Regional  Forest  Office  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  forest  roads  and  trails  within  the  national  forests. 

FARM  LABOR  PLACEMENTS  INCREASING 

Farm  labor  placements  made  by  county  agents  and  farm  labor  assistants  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  this  year  were  33  percent  greater  than  for  the  same  period 
in  1944.    In  filling  1,645,279  farm  jobs,  the  Extension  Service  gave  assistance 
to  250,000  farmers.    During  June,  640,216  placements  were  made,  compared  with 
599,476  in  June,  1944. 

Last  year  the  New  Mexico  Extension  Service  made  a  total  of  108,322  place- 
ments with  6,229  farmers  and  ranchers. 

TERRACING, GAINS  IN  POPULARITY 

Every  year  farmers  are  relying  more  and  more  on  terraces  to  keep  their  top 
soil  from  washing  away  and  to  get  full  benefit  from  rain  and  snow,  AAA  reports 
from  farmer-committeemen  show. 
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In  New  Mexico  alone,  163  cooperating  farmers  built  1,103,386  linear  feet  of 
terraces  last  year  at  a  total  cost  of  $13,777, 

The  trend  throughout  the  nation  is  the  sane,  according  to  State  AAA  Chairm- 
man  C.  V.  Hemphill.    With  AAA  assistance,  farmers  set  a  new  record  in  building 
86,000  miles  of  terraces  last  year  —  50  percent  more  than  in  194.3  and  60  percent 
more  than  the  1939-4-3  average. 

The  value  of  terraces  in  conserving  soil  and  water  has  been  proved.  Soil 
wash  in  Missouri  experiments  was  eight  and  a  half  times  greater  on  unterraced 
land  than  on  terraced  land.    In  Fisconsin  the  loss  of  soil  was  seven  times  greater 
on  unterraced  land. 

JEEP  HAS  A  CEILING 

The  0PA  has  slapped  a  ceiling  on  the  civilian  jeep  —  the  peacetime  four- 
wheel-drive  counterpart  of  the  military  jeep  built  for  the  armed  forces. 

The  retail  ceiling  price  is  $1,090,  f.o.b.  Toledo,  Ohio,  plus  taxes  and  the 
customary  trade  additions  for  transportation,  handling,  and  optional  equipment. 

THEY'LL  BE  BITIN*  IN  THE  FARM  PONDS 

A  truck  load  of  fingerling  bass  and  bluegill  has  arrived  in  Colfax  County. 

The  fist  will  be  used  to  stock  farm  and  ranch  ponds  in  the  Eastern  Colfax 
Soil  Conservation  District.    Made  available  to  district  supervisors  by  the  D.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the  fish  will  go  to  cooperating  farmers  and  ranchers 
at  no  cost. 

CORN  IS  THE.  KEY 

The  key  to  the  meat  production  problem  may  be  the  194-5  com  crop,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  Anderson  says,  adding  that  hog  producers  cannot  be 
asked  to  set  a  high  pig  goal  for  194-6  unless  sufficient  feed  will  be  available. 

July  1  conditions  indicated  a  sharp  decrease  in  corn  production  this  year. 
Feed  concentrates  available  for  the  194-5-4-6  feeding  year  are  expected,  on  the 
basis  of  July  1  indications,  to  total  about  153,000,000  tons,  as  compared  with 
162,000,000  tons  in  1944-4-5.  ^  g  g  |  u  $ 
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